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There are several reasons for this theme. A superficial argument deals with the 40 years anniversary of the Continental organization ‘after a repeat of so many old songs in the program 2007, we desparately need something new’. But such a marketing reason is not the needed spiritual reason. The Spirit of God within us, tells us to focus on the special promise of God, that there will come a day,  where God ‘will make everything new’ (Revelation 21: 5). This may be the deepest longing of our souls: we want to be part of that era! A new heaven, a new earth, justice, real comfort, what a great expectation! So till that time will happen, we celebrate the future, the coming of Jesus, Gods time and space, with symbols like Jesus taught us: “This cup is the NEW covenant in my blood; do this whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me” (1 Cor.11:25). ‘The time is coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a NEW covenant” (Hebr.8:8). Because of the salvation, brought to us by Jesus Christ, there is a new life possible and so we are living examples of a new begin: ‘new wine in new skins’ (Math.9:17). And so we are servants of this NEW covenant (2 Cor.3:6); a covenant where the Spirit of God gives life (2 Cor.3:6).

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” (Gen.1:1). As history unfolds sin corrupts all of creation, resulting in dark unhuman, destructive periods. The apostle John reminds us about that and puts it in this way: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was then light of men. The light shines in the darkness” “The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world” “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God” (John 1: 1-12). Those are beautiful and powerful sentences about God, sending us Jesus to redeem us and redeem all of creation. This possible restoration will inspire us in a mighty way: “We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14b). Wauw what a great panaroma, what a great inspiration to live, do, act, create according His will. “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up” (Isaiah 43:19). As newborn people of God, WE are  the light and the salt among our neighbours (in the neighbourhood, at school, in the city, in business, at work, in church, in politics, in trade-unions, in the arts, in media, in.......).

GETTING PRACTICAL

1. NEW BEGINNING IN LOVE

The following 3 examples are the LOVE-basis for any ‘new beginning’.

A. “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched – this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, sothat you also may have fellowship with us” (1 John 1: 1-3). Real love is sharing the blessings you received yourself. 

Jesus: “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know, that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” (John 13:34)

B. Love is as well a focus; your heart will be (there), what you love. Is that ‘the world’ or is your love for the the ways of God?

“Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For everything in the world – the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does – comes not from the Father but from the world. The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God, lives forever” (1 John 2: 15-17).

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Math.6:21).

C. Love is commitment and not a kind of ‘feeling good’.

“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you. Now remain in my love. If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and remain in His love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. My command is this: love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I command” (Math.15: 9-14). This passage shows clearly what love is: doing, acting, stand for something, including suffering or even death! This real love is very different from the Hollywood-Holiday Inn view on ‘romantic love’. The love of Jesus is the passion to act and to stand for others.

2. NEW BEGINNING IN COMPASSION

“But go and learn what what this means: ‘I desire mercy not sacrifice’. For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners”. (Math.9: 12-13). Jesus has compassion about us, so we have a new beginning; and in the same way he wants us to have compassion about others. This compassion requires action, perseverance. Don’t give up.

“As you know, we consider blessed those who have persevered. You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen  what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of mercy and compassion” (James 5:11). 

There is a beautiful passage in Luke, telling us the story when the old priest Zechariah holds his newborn baby John (the Baptist):

“And you my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins, because the tender mercy(=compassion) of our God, by which the rising sun (= Jesus)  will come to us from heaven to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace” (Luke 1: 76-79). Compassion of God (expressed in sending us Jesus) and a new life (the path of peace for all of us) are here connected.

3. NEW BEGINNING IN DEDICATION & DISCIPLESHIP

When Jesus gives you a new beginning, it is not like cleaning the blackboard of school, giving you anamnesia about your past. Whatever we did, through grace (= Jesus), God will not longer hold it against you. And by faith we can believe this, stand firm on this promise, so we can enter eternal life. But this means as well that we have to be serious about our personbal life, personal choices (asking WWJD?). The katharsis, our metarmofosis, starts with the moment we understand we are reborn, sins are forgiven, we have a new life. But next starts the lifelong process of  conversion, working out in daily life to be disciples of Jesus. And that can be quite difficult, if anybody goes left and you turn right. So the apostle Paul is comforting us:

“ I am saying this for your own good, not to restrict you, but that you may live in a right way in undevided devotion to the Lord”. (1 Cor.7: 35). And later on Paul warns us: “your minds may somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ” (2 Cor.11: 3b).

So let’s not be fools, we can start right and things can get wrong. Sometimes you run into naive christians who say that nothing can harm or hurt ‘because they are under the blood!’ So, regular we have to think about our dedication (devotion). Such regular tune up is part of a disciples life.  What is a disciple?

The prophet Elijah said this on the mount Carmel to the people: “How long will you waver between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow him; if Baal is God, follow him” (1 Kings 18:21). Being a disciple deals with personal opinion (conviction, faith, trust), personal choice and acting as a consequence. Being a disciple is what/whom you follow and show/reveal in your life.

Good  disciples are great examples, apostle (disciple) Paul is saying: “follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ” (1 Cor.11:1)

Leaders are supposed to be GREAT examples of being a good disciple: “Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate (=follow; being a disciple) of their faith”. (Hebr.13: 7).

Just think about this: what is your example to others? Wouldn’t be a glorious moment if friends/family will say about you: he/she is a great example, a true follower (=disciple) of Jesus.

And to make something clear: that is not found if you wear crosses, or pray loud 3x a day in public, or wear strange clothes, etc.

4. A NEW BEGINNING STARTS BY FOLLOWING JESUS CHRIST.

When Jesus starts his public ministry he calls 12 persons who are the first disciples (later we call those ‘the apostles’). More and more people start to follow Jesus, finally there was even a whole crowd being ‘disciples’. But will make ‘following Jesus’ you into a disciple? At the end of Jesus life the whole crowd of disciples and His chosen 12 disciples had left Him, even 1 disciple betrayed Jesus.... So what is Jesus himself saying about discipleship? “ To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth and the truth will set you free”. (John 8: 31-32). 

“A new command I give you: love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know  that you are my disciples, if you love one another” (John 13: 34-35).

“This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples” (John 15: 8).

May be you can put it this way: WWJD, being like Jesus: authentic, real, true, just, showing good character, giving fruit (and think here as well about the fruits of the Spirit, Gal.5:22).

A final interesting thought: After the resurrection Jesus has his group of 11 disciples together and just before his ascension He says: ‘ make disciples of all nations’’teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you’ (Math.28: 18,20) Ministry is for that reason so much more as just ‘spitting bibleverses’. A good teacher is the image of what he is teaching.

5. A NEW BEGINNING IN GRACE/MERCY/FORGIVENESS

“While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and ‘sinners’ came and ate with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, ‘Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and ‘sinners’? On hearing this, Jesus said, ‘it is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice’. For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners” (Math.9: 12-13).

“The Pharisees saw and they said to him (Jesus), ‘look! Your disciples are doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath”. ‘Jesus answered:’If you had known what these words mean, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice,’ you would not have condemmed the innocent. For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.”(Math.12:2,7).

“Whoe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices- But you have neglected the more important matters of the law- justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter without neglecting the former. You blind guides!” (Math.23:23)

What does these verses say? It is NOT in behaving like a ‘christian/disciple’ but BEING it! The Pharisees were strong believers, very dedicated, but thought that it should be seen in a very legalistic way of life and condemned everybody else not keeping to their ‘rules’. Jesus life and message is inclusive. Everybody (every sinner) is welcome. Jesu is NOT putting any form of legalistic form of life, tradition on His followers! What an amazing freedom. This means too, that whereever you travel to other cultures, followers of Jesus may act very different to what you are used to.

We are called to show mercy, understanding, empathy and stay far from any legalistic form as such will cloud the view on the real Jesus. If we meet ‘others’ in such a way, what a fantastic new beginning life will become.

6. A NEW BEGINNING IN EXPRESSION

The Bible isa fascinating book. Good things and bad decisions of people can you read. Nothing is hidden. If you read the episodes in the Old Testament where the people of Israel decided to follow God again you find an outburst of new creativity. Examples are the construction of the Tabernacle (under Moses), the building of the Temple (David and Salomon), and when a king stopped worshipping the false Gods (Baals, etc): land, temple was cleansed, the great songs about God were heard again, etc. Every time there is a spiritual renewal (= a new beginning) the arts are used to express Gods Glory. David (king and composer) is saying this several times:

“Sing to Him a new song” (Ps.33:3; 40:4, etc)

In the New Testament church you see the same, an outburst in ‘psalms, hymns and spiritual songs’ (Eph.5:19; Col.3:16).

And at the end of times we all will sing a ‘new song’ in the new heavens and new earth. (Rev.5:9).

A new beginning brings as well new things in forms of expression. Every period of time, every culture has this beautiful possiblity how to express God’s Glory. God the Creator gave the gifts of expression/to be creative to each of us. And this process will move on forever, as even in this new world God promises: “see I will make everything new” (Rev.21:5). Such a promise feels like electricity, wauw!

7. A NEW BEGINNING IN THE WORLD.

Sometimes it is sad to see, how christians look down on this globe. Sometimes it seems they don’t live, as they focus so much on the time when God will be all in all. It will be obvious that such christians have not much fruit, as they have hardly any normal contact with people who live around.

The famous bibleverse John 3: 16 talks about that God sent His Son Jesus, because He loves THIS WORLD. What is meant with that word? It includes creation, so how we care about animals, plants, the seas and rivers and landscape does matter. It includes all the living creatures. It includes all human beings, races. It includes you and me and any form of social interaction. God loves!

What fantastic reasons to start every day a new beginning.

To sum it up:

“Therefore, is anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliartion: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors “ (2 Cor.5:17-20).

